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OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location:  Asanvari Village, Maewo, Vanuatu
Latitude:  15° 35’ S 
Longitude:  168° 06’ E
Local Geography:  Maewo Island is one of the islands in the northern Vanuatu chain. Approximately 50km X 4km, and running due north-south, it provides an excellent location to shelter from the south east trade winds. Extremely lush, featuring steep sided bays and incredible waterfalls the island is home to numerous fresh water springs. The westerly side is sparsely populated, while the easterly side has no permanent settlements due to lack of cover from the trade winds. 
Local Population Size: Asanvari Village is home to approximately 150 persons. Every person in the village leads a completely self-sufficient lifestyle, growing their food and harvesting the forest for most other needs. Occasional boats will bring other necessary supplies.
Study Location Description:  This study was completed on the southern tip of Maewo, on an isolated beach inhabited by only one family. The beach was a rare sandy break in the reef strewn coastline. The main village of Asanvari was located on the other side of the small peninsula. A slight hook in the western edge of the beach seemed to have higher concentrations of pollution, understandable since this edge would be more exposed to the trade winds.
Study Area:  The study area was approximately 80m X 4m along the length of the slightly crescent shaped beach.
Pollution:
- 15 sandals.

- 20 pop bottle lids.

- 25 random plastic wrappers.

- 3 plastic pop bottles.

- 2 pieces of rope/line.

- 20 rusty cans (local).

- 1 beer can (local).

- 24 pieces of rubbery/closed cell foam

- 14 pieces of Styrofoam.

- Estimated 200 pieces of random plastic pieces (lighters, cassette holders, bleach containers etc)

- Roughly 100 small pieces of plastic (collected from 15m of the high tide line)
Pollution Density:  Excluding the last item on the list and the locally deposited cans; pollution density was 1.17 pieces/m2 
Recycling Programs Locally: None. A missionary, who was previously on the island, and started a policy of burying all the used batteries under the soccer field; definitely not a recycling program.
Notes: This study featured a higher density of sandals than any other beach before it, therefore being dubbed “The Sandal Study”. Low levels of fishing related pollution, shows that rope and fishing equipment is highly valued and all small pieces and parts are saved or scavenged.
100 pieces of small plastic where picked up over 15 m of beach, while untold numbers were missed in this same area. This was completed by careful observation and picking up any unusually coloured pieces of “sand”. Nearly all pieces of coloured “sand” were plastic remnants, not from shells or the local coral reef. Scary to think about the true numbers…
