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OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location:  Isolated beach north of Dominical, Costa Rica
Latitude:  9º 16.3’ N

Longitude:  083 º 53.5’ W
Local Geography:  Study was preformed during dry season when rivers were at low flow. Steep mountains plunge into swampy tidal mangrove rivers before funneling out between low-lying sandy land masses as rivers.
Local Population Size:  Immediate location – zero. However, evidence of weekend parties/camping excursions was readily apparent. Local population in nearby Dominical approximated to be around 2000.
Study Location Description:  Shallow sloping sandy beach, with extensive tidal flats. Very low sandy foreshore dividing the ocean from the mangrove back beach. Much of the ocean borne plastic would be washed into mangrove during high tide and large wave events.
Study Area:  100m X 3m = 300m2
Pollution:  Plastic Packages: 19

Diapers: 2
Beer Cans: 15

Pieces of foam: 1

Cigarette Packages: 4

Disposable plastic cups: 4

Rubber: 2

Rope: 5 (2m total)

Pop Bottles: 7

Large Plastic Pieces: 6

Pop-bottle lids: 37

Small Plastic pieces: 67
Interesting items: 2x combs, lighter, plastic fork, toothbrush, deodorant, glue stick, needle covers, sucker sticks, drinking straw, clothes pin, shower curtain hook, ½ crate.
Pollution Density:  192 pieces / 300m2 = 0.64 pieces/m2
Recycling Programs Locally: In Dominical, Associacion Programas Sociales de Dominical runs a local recycling effort for glass, plastic and metal. Entirely volunteer-run. Federal recycling bins were on display on the beach, however, they are reportedly never picked up or cleaned. Volunteer organization gets pick ups every 4-5 days. 
Notes: We attempted to sort the local deposited refuse, left by day visitor, campers, etc out of the final tally however some overflow would undoubtedly occurred and results may include locally deposited refuse.
