[image: image1.jpg]



OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location: Faaite Atoll, Tuamotu Islands
Latitude:  16º 42’S
Longitude:  145º 21’W
Local Geography:  The Tuamotu’s Islands are very low-lying, very infrequently breaking over 10m in height. Faaite is approximately 230 km2 but only has a land mass of approximately 9 km2. 
Local Population Size: Local population numbers approximately 500 but seasonal weather changes the population size immensely. During cyclone season many islanders move back to Tahiti.
Study Location Description:  Study was a visual study while walking along the North West coast of Faaite.
Study Area:  3000m of coastline
Pollution:

· Plastics: Not Available
· Metals: Not Available

· Glass: Not Available
· Rubber: Not Available
· Pellet Density: Not Available
Pollution Density: Not Available
Recycling Programs Locally: There was no evidence of organized recycling on the island. 
Notes: Due to the study site being “in-town”, most of the garbage was cleaned up daily and burnt. All houses on the western side of the island had burn pit in the back yard, into which all garbage was thrown and subsequently burnt. This is understandable due to lack of land on the island to use for landfills and garbage disposal. Refer to the pictures for a detailed view of the burn pits.
Interesting point. Local Hinano beer refunds part of your monies when returning the bottle and cans to the store. As a result, very few Hinano bottles could be found on the island. In contrast, Hieneken ( the only other available beer) doesn’t offer a refund and their cans and bottles are found cast aside everywhere on the island.
