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OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location:  La Flore, Nicaragua
Latitude:  11º 07.95’ N

Longitude:  085º 47.70’ W
Local Geography:  Study was preformed during dry season when rivers were at low flow. Dry tropical forest intersected by numerous seasonal rivers, dry at this time of year. Intense offshore papagayo winds blow through frequently, which would remove much loose beach debris.
Local Population Size:  Immediate location – zero. La Flor is a nature reserve, protected for turtle rehabilitation. Approximately 300 visitors per month.
Study Location Description:  Shallow sloping sandy beach, composed of 90% sand and 10% gravel. Offshore reefs present and study area was approximately 200m from closest river exit. Tidal range of at site is approximately 3m. Large swell events would push debris into tropical jungle fringes. 
Study Area:  500m X 4m = 2000m2
Pollution:  Car Battery: 1

Shoes: 85
Oil Containers: 32
Pieces of Plastic Containers: 38

Plastic Plates and Forks: 30

Pieces of foam: 3
Pop Bottles: 354
Large Plastic Pieces: 44
Pop-bottle lids: 290
Plastic Bags: 162
Cigarettes: 5

Other Containers: 72
Pollution Density:  1116 pieces / 2000m2 = 0.558 pieces/m2
Recycling Programs Locally: Paso Pacifico and local park rangers clean La Flor every 2 -3 months to remove debris and ensure clean access for turtles. No other evident recycling programs – rumor of American-run effort beginning.
