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OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location: Long Pond Beach, Barbados
Latitude:  13º 14’ S
Longitude: 59º 32’ W
Local Geography: Barbados is the most windward of the Caribbean Islands, infact, it is still considered an Atlantic Ocean island. The geography of Barbados features a steep,  windward coastline with fringing reef along most of its’ shores while the leeward coast in flat and populated with picture perfect white sand beaches. The location of Barbaods puts it the direct track of pollution from Northern Africa, Western Europe and beyond. Barbados does have frequent hurricanes during the Caribbean hurricane season, which last from June – Oct every year.
Local Population Size: Approx. 280 000 inhabit the island of Barbados; however the major population centres are situated on the leeward side of the island, while the eastern/windward side of the island is very sparsely populated. 

Study Location Description: The study beach was isolated, with no road access. One could only access the beach via a long walk through the coastal dunes. No rivers, or land based outflows could be found. The beach was slow sloping until the waters’ edge, where it dropped off rapidly. Partial fringing reefs were located along the beach. 
Study Area: 100m X 3m = 300m2
Pollution:  Within the study area the following pieces of pollution were found:
 - 15 pieces of sytrofoam                                               - A sealed lightbulb
- A bbq scrapper                                                            - 37 plastic bottles
- 85 bottle caps                                                              - 2 plastic forks
- 2 glow sticks                                                               - 6 flip flops
- 6 plastic buckets                                                         - 59 pieces of fishing line and rope
- 2 lighters filled with lighter fluid                                - Wheels from a childs' toy.
- A knife handle                                                             - Peanut container
- At least 100 random plastic pieces
- Hair mousse container with teeth marks scratched into it
- A toilet seat
- A huge garbage bag
- Plastic shampoo bottle

Pollution Density:  Appox. 1.35 pieces/m2.
Recycling Programs Locally: Barbados did have local recycling efforts but but not widely available or easily accessible. It is doubtful that the pollution on this beach came from the local inhabitants. 
Notes:  Barbados does have a vibrant sport fishing tourist industry and it is possible that some of this refuse was dumped overboard offshore, by boat operators. 
