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OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location:  Rowa Islands, Banks Group, Vanuatu
Latitude:  13° 37’ S
Longitude:  167° 31’ E
Local Geography:  The islands are part of a true tropical atoll. Within the Reef Islands, there are four different motu’s. The highest elevation would probably be less than 10m, and therefore would be prone to wash over during cyclone season. The motu’s are surrounded by offshore reefs and therefore have very little wave action on their immediate shores. Desolate and empty.
Local Population Size: The Rowa (Reef) Islands are permanently uninhabited. Occasionally, fisherman will spend the night on one of the two islands to wait out a storm or to continue a day of fishing the next
Study Location Description:  This study was completed on southern tip of the biggest and south-western-most motu. The motu featured extensive white sand beach, with palm trees and tough scrub. The motu had an oblong shape with no pronounced features to concentrate garbage deposits.
Study Area:  Study area would be approximately 100m X 3m. Generally all garbage was at or above the high tide line. Study location was just out of the main brunt of the trade winds. This location eliminated the possibility of the strong trades blowing the garbage deep in the foliage.

Pollution: 
- 11 clear plastic bottles.

- 12 opaque bottles including 5 bleach containers.

- 3 lighters.

- 9 foam sandals.

- 4 glass bottles.

- 8 bottle caps.

- 13 pieces of foam.

- 6 pieces of styrofoam

- 55 random plastic.

Pollution Density: 0.45 pieces of garbage / m2
Recycling Programs Locally: None.
Notes: A true uninhabited islands showing the long distance effects of ocean borne garbage, this garbage did not come from local inhabitants but came directly from the sea and beyond. Interesting to note the high density of bleach containers and cleaning products, perhaps deposited by cruise ships as the local Ni-Van have not use for these products. Also interesting to note the complete lack of fishing related pollution, despite fishermen being the only occasional residents.  
