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OceanGybe Beach Pollution Study
Location: West Coast Beach, Mauritius
Latitude:  20º 07’ S
Longitude: 57º 45’ W
Local Geography: Mauritius is an island situated approximately 900 km east from the East Coast of Madagascar. Heavy mountainous, with low expansive coastal plains, the island has only one windward neighbour, Rodriguez. Rodrigues is a sparsely populated island about 700km East of Mauritius. The Republic of Mauritius includes the islands of Cargados Carajos, Rodrigues and the Agalega Islands. Traditionally, Mauritius has been a hot spot for cyclonic activity and is definitely not favoured by sailors during cyclone season.
Local Population Size: Approx. 1.2 million inhabit the island of Mauritius; however the major population centres are situated on the coastal plains or western coastlines of the country.

Study Location Description: The study beach was heavily isolated, accessible only via 4 Wheel Drive vehicle. Obvious signs of fires, and human activity were found. Area covered during study was approximately 200m of beach/rocky foreshore.
Study Area: 200m X 10m = 2000m2
Pollution:  Despite its location downwind and down current from Indonesia and other heavy polluters, only one plastic bottle could be found. Other debris was found, but appeared to have been deposited by beach goers rather than having travelled there by sea.
Pollution Density:  0.0005 pieces/m2.
Recycling Programs Locally: Mauritius did have local recycling efforts but nothing exemplary to explain the lack of pollution on the beach. 
Notes:  Where was all the garbage? Possibilities abound:
· Beach pollution was cleaned up from others enjoying the scenery of the beach.

· Mauritius is within the trade wind belt but is frequently scoured by cyclones and intense low-pressure storms. Perhaps these events washed all garbage out to sea.

· Beach was isolated due to localised currents that surround Mauritius, and the garbage was ending up elsewhere.

